
R657.  Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources. 
R657-5.  Taking Big Game. 
R657-5-1.  Purpose and Authority.    

(1)  Under authority of Sections 23-14-18 and 23-14-19, the Wildlife Board 
has established this rule for taking deer, elk, pronghorn, moose, bison, bighorn 
sheep, and Rocky Mountain goat. 

(2)  Specific dates, areas, methods of take, requirements, and other 
administrative details which may change annually are published in the Bucks, 
Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation and the Antlerless Addendum to the 
Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the Wildlife Board for taking 
big game. 

 
R657-5-71.  Management Bull Elk Hunt. 
 (1)(a) For the purposes of this section “management bull” means any bull 
elk with 5 points or less on at least one antler.  A point means a projection longer 
than one inch, measured from its base to its tip. 
 (b)  For purposes of this section "youth" means  any person 18 years of 
age or younger on the opening day of the management bull elk archery season 
published in the Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the Wildlife 
Board for taking big game. 
 (c) For the purposes of this section “senior” means any person 65 years of 
age or older on the opening day of the management bull elk archery season 
published in the Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the Wildlife 
Board for taking big game. 
 (2)(a) Management bull elk permits shall be distributed through the 
division’s big game drawing. Thirty percent of the permits are allocated to youth, 
30 percent to seniors and the remaining 40 percent to hunters of all ages. 
 (b) Group application shall not be accepted in the division’s big game 
drawing for management bull elk permits. 
 (3) Waiting periods as provided in R657-5-31 are incurred as a result of 
obtaining management bull elk permits. 
 (4)(a) Bonus points shall be awarded when an applicant is unsuccessful in 
obtaining a management bull elk permit in the big game drawing. 
 (b) Bonus points shall be expended when an applicant is successful in 
obtaining a management bull elk permit in the big game drawing. 
 (5) Management bull elk permit holders may take one management bull 
elk during the season, on the area and with the weapon type specified on the 
permit. Management bull elk hunting seasons, areas and weapon types are 
published in the Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the Wildlife 
Board for taking big game. 
 (6)(a) A person who has obtained a management bull elk permit must 
report hunt information within 30 calendar days after the end of the hunting 
season, whether the permit holder was successful or unsuccessful in harvesting 
a management bull elk. 
 (b) Management bull elk permit holders must report hunt information by 
telephone, or through the division's Internet address. 
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 (7)(a) Management bull elk permit holders who successfully harvest a 
management bull elk, as defined in Subsection (1)(a) must have their animal 
inspected by the division.  
 (b) Successful hunters must deliver the head and antlers of the elk they 
harvest to a division office for inspection within [72]48 hours [of leaving]after the 
[hunting area]date of kill. 
 (8) Management bull elk permit holders may not retain possession of any 
harvested bull elk that fails to satisfy the definition requirements in Subsection 
(1)(a).   
 (9)  A person who has obtained a management bull elk permit may not 
hunt during any other elk hunt or obtain any other elk permit, except as provided 
in Section R657-5-48(3). 
  
R657-5-72.  General Any Weapon Buck Deer and Bull Elk Combination 
Hunt. 

(1) Permit numbers, season dates and unit boundary descriptions for the 
general any weapon buck deer and bull elk combination hunt shall be established 
in the Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the Wildlife Board for 
taking big game. 

(2) A person who obtains a general any weapon buck deer and bull elk 
combination permit may use any legal weapon to take one buck deer and one 
bull elk during the season and within the unit specified on the permit.  

(a)  A general any weapon buck deer and bull elk combination permit does 
not authorize the holder to hunt deer or elk within any cooperative wildlife 
management unit.  

(3)  A person who has obtained a general any weapon buck deer and bull 
elk combination permit may not hunt during any other deer or elk hunt or obtain 
any other deer or elk permit, except: 

(a)  antlerless deer, as provided in Subsection R657-5-42, and  
(b)  antlerless elk, as provided in Subsection R657-5-48. 
(4)(a)  Lifetime license holders may obtain a general any weapon buck 

deer and bull elk combination permit.  
(b)  Upon obtaining a general any weapon buck deer and bull elk 

combination permit, the lifetime license holder foregoes any rights to receive a 
buck deer permit for the general archery, general any weapon or general 
muzzleloader deer hunts as provided in Section 23-19-17.5. 

(c)  A refund or credit is not issued for the general archery, general any 
weapon or general muzzleloader deer permit. 
 
R657-5-73.  Management Buck Deer Hunt. 
 (1)(a) For the purposes of this section “management buck” means any 
buck deer with 3 points or less on at least one antler above and including the first 
fork in the antler.  A point means a projection longer than one inch, measured 
from its base to its tip.  The eye guard is not counted as a point. 
 (b)  For purposes of this section "youth" means  any person 18 years of 
age or younger on the opening day of the management buck deer archery 
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season published in the Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the 
Wildlife Board for taking big game. 
 (c) For the purposes of this section “senior” means any person 65 years of 
age or older on the opening day of the management buck deer archery season 
published in the Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the Wildlife 
Board for taking big game. 
 (2)(a) Management buck deer permits shall be distributed through the 
division’s big game drawing. Thirty percent of the permits are allocated to youth, 
30 percent to seniors and the remaining 40 percent to hunters of all ages. 
 (b) Group application shall not be accepted in the division’s big game 
drawing for management buck deer permits. 
 (3) Waiting periods as provided in R657-5-31 are incurred as a result of 
obtaining management buck deer permits. 
 (4)(a) Bonus points shall be awarded when an applicant is unsuccessful in 
obtaining a management buck deer permit in the big game drawing. 
 (b) Bonus points shall be expended when an applicant is successful in 
obtaining a management buck deer permit in the big game drawing. 
 (5) Management buck deer permit holders may take one management 
buck deer during the season, on the area and with the weapon type specified on 
the permit. Management buck deer hunting seasons, areas and weapon types 
are published in the Bucks, Bulls and Once-In-A-Lifetime Proclamation of the 
Wildlife Board for taking big game. 
 (6)(a) A person who has obtained a management buck deer permit must 
report hunt information within 30 calendar days after the end of the hunting 
season, whether the permit holder was successful or unsuccessful in harvesting 
a management buck deer. 
 (b) Management buck deer permit holders must report hunt information by 
telephone, or through the division's Internet address. 
 (7)(a) Management buck deer permit holders who successfully harvest a 
management buck deer, as defined in Subsection (1)(a) must have their animal 
inspected by the division.  
 (b) Successful hunters must deliver the head and antlers of the deer they 
harvest to a division office for inspection within 48 hours after the date of kill. 
 (8) Management buck deer permit holders may not retain possession of 
any harvested buck deer that fails to satisfy the definition requirements in 
Subsection (1)(a).   
 (9)  A person who has obtained a management buck deer permit may not 
hunt during any other deer hunt or obtain any other deer permit, except as 
provided in Section R657-5-48(3). 
 
 
KEY:  wildlife, game laws, big game seasons 
Date of Enactment or Last Substantive Amendment: February 7, 2008  
Notice of Continuation: November 21, 2005 
Authorizing, and Implemented or Interpreted Law: 23-14-18; 23-14-19; 23-
16-5; 23-16-6   
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